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Partners on the pathway to a positive future for children and young people

Preparing for Year 6-7 Transition - Timeline and Web-links for Parents /Carers
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	1. Year 4 & 5 - Find out about secondary schools

	1a. Find out about schools, consider catchment areas and admissions criteria
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	Use web browsers to look at school websites. The Birmingham Schools Admissions website and directory of schools can be used to help:

www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
Directory of schools in Birmingham


	1b. Use the Birmingham Local Offer website to find out information about SEND/Special School and Resource Bases
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	Find out more about Special Schools and Resource Base settings for pupils with an EHCP who may require a non-mainstream school setting here:

Schools in Birmingham - Local Offer Birmingham


	1c. Arrange to visit schools and/or attend secondary school open days
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	Schools usually have open days in September-October each year. It is important to find out when these are and prepare questions you would like to ask. 

Questions to ask during a school visit


	1d. At the end of Year 5, keep an eye out for important transition dates
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	Put transition dates in your diary, they can be found on the admissions website:
Timetable for the secondary school admissions process | Apply for a secondary school (year 7) place | Birmingham City Council



	2. Year 6 - Autumn Term

	2a. Familiarise yourself with Birmingham School Admissions criteria
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	www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
There is guidance on  admissions website for making a ‘realistic’ application – case studies


	2b. Attend Secondary School Open Days and/or visit schools with your child
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	It is so important to visit schools and understand what they offer to inform your decision making.

	2c. Complete the online application before the deadline – usually the end of October
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	Apply online - late applications and changes of preferences | Apply for a secondary school (year 7) place | Birmingham City Council
If you need help with this process, ensure that you seek assistance from your child’s current school.


	3. Year 6 - Spring Term

	3a. National Secondary School offer day is in early March. 
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	What to do if you are refused a place at the school of your choice?

Follow the guidance on the offer letter you receive by e-mail.

Web-link for Appeals: Appeals process


	3b. Consider, explore and plan for how your child will travel to school
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	The following websites will be helpful. 

School travel | Birmingham City Council
Apply for Travel Assistance - Local Offer Birmingham


	4. Year 6 – Summer Term

	4a. July Transition Day and preparing for transition
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	There is a Birmingham ‘Transition Day’, for all Year 6 children at their allocated secondary school in early July.

Contact your child’s allocated secondary school to enquire about enhanced transition opportunities if you think these will be required.


At any time… Useful Contact Information
	Contact Birmingham School Admissions by telephone for information and advice
	0121 303 1888



	Specialist SEND Support Services -information page on Birmingham’s Local Offer.
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	Specialist SEND Support Services


	NHS School Support Services

Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) information page
	Speech and Language Therapy

	NHS School Support Services

Occupational Therapy (OT) information page
	Occupational Therapy
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Birmingham SEND Advisory Services & Parents 
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I need time to prepare and think this through.





It would be useful to have a timeline for key transition dates.
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